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May 6th, 2020 

To whom it may concern, 

There is no doubt that these are trying times for many industries and individuals.  We, the Ottawa County 
Agricultural Society Board of Directors, are feeling that pressure alongside many of you.  Our annual county 
fair is an exposition of many aspects of our county and we seek to preserve the ability to provide for the 
education of our youth and to promote and encourage agriculture and other interests of Ottawa County.  The 
current events are making that quite the challenge.  With pressure from every angle, we are working on plans 
to address every concern that has crossed our table.   

It is with great displeasure that we must alter the way we handle our livestock sale.  With the current state of 
the animal markets, processors of the animals normally sold in this auction are not able to provide an end 
market for these animals, and we have been advised that the potential for this to change before our sale is 
minimal.   

During a special meeting of the board on Tuesday, May 5th, 2020, the Board of Directors voted to announce 
that “an end market will not be available [for fair animals] and the animals will be the responsibility of the 

exhibitor after completion of the exhibition.  More information and details will be forthcoming pending 
direction from OFMA and ODA and specifically details pertaining to champion animals and testing.” 

This means that the Ottawa County Ag Society and its Livestock Sale committee will be unable to secure an end 
buyer/processor for animals at our fair.  The animals will remain the property of the exhibitor who must find a 
buyer, a processor, or return the animal to their farm.  We simply aren’t able to provide this service this year 
given the current state of the markets.  We are working diligently with our Livestock Sale Committee, 
governing organizations, and producers to answer questions to which this action will undoubtedly give rise.  
We understand the ramifications of this decision but find them to be outweighed by those incurred by any 
other direction.  The cost of raising these market animals is well known by our board and placing the burden 
on our exhibitors is not our intention. How champion animals are handled, options for our exhibitors, the 
premium portion of our sale and the role the Buyers’ Club will play are being discussed so please be patient as 
we work through the fine details.  The board wanted to give as much notice as we could of this alteration in 
procedure to allow our livestock participants to plan accordingly.  We will keep you informed as the plans fall 
into place.  

As far as the rest of the fair goes, the board is busy working on many scenarios and will keep you updated with 
our work, but as of Tuesday, May 5th, the Livestock Sale is the only change to our programming made by the 
board.  No one is certain what the third week of July has in store in terms of COVID 19 or how the chips will 
fall, but your board is taking every directive into consideration and utilizing every resource we have to make 
the most educated decisions for our county fair and the health and safety of our participants, donors, 
volunteers, and attendees.  We will do everything in our power to uphold our mission to “promote and 
encourage agricultural, domestic industry, science, industry and other interests of Ottawa County with primary 
emphasis on developing the interest in promoting programs of benefit to the youth of Ottawa County.”  Please 
visit our website, ottawacountyfair.org and the Ottawa County Fair Facebook page for the most up to date 
information.  

Sincerely, 
Zak Avers 
Ottawa County Ag Society 
Board President 
 


